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Verdun Clie Bell, bdeiny, Guly sori Ly His Honour, states; 


My full nunber, ad renk and unit are Nx 1677 Brivete Verdun Clive 
Ball, 8th Xi.rision Ac4 eCoe &ttushed tu 2/2. Austy That ‘antsy Sees 
liv home adévess 13 Sasvell Street, Feal: Hill, New South Vales 

I was captured on 3 Pebrusry 19/2 and confined in Tan Tooy cay 


was released on 10 Se WVGRDIL, 195.5 


I sav the bashing of the Dutch pexvsonnel frou the camp, I cennot 
identify aay af the vapausss pus fnvolved.e ‘Ihe distance frou the 
camp to the hiil where the Desting took place was aboui (50 yards. 
The guards who did the bach: 4isG Were not local guards and were talcen 
avay later, 


I was one of the 23 australians who were beate We velmtecred the 
infomation that we had broken oad, A coergein nudes Were tvealsen fron 
the camp and eiznt of the ve emalacer voiuavearced thar Lenss, We vere 
told the punishment wwld be iigiter if we did this. I was talcen to 
the saie Japaiess Hosiguarters on the hill oubsase the cand, ‘le went 
before a Japanese Teland Go manger, Capt, Helos, who asked us gue¢etion 
through an tnbacneaya, “» Inu the room we veie bashed wth 

in front of the capiuing (ue of the guards who bushed me was niclaamed 


"Horseface", 


4fter we had been Ha Als in the room we were taken outside and tied 
together in a row, with one hand an front and one belli. wailas I 
Was tiere J saw ki siuchd Come ous and heli ose of the Australlens who 
was these when we arrived with a pick handie. He had a broken axa and 
was belted all over the back. 


I was basned again that night and tied uy for the nights, This oceurred 
about dusk. Je were tied around a trce in a Ting, Malkin: a complete 
circle, ile had to Stay tuere all nisut and were rot aliowed to lean 
back avzainst the tree, ‘When we asked for water ing dividual guards would 
Give us a Grinks ‘le did not get any food until the next morning, when 
the usual vation of rice was br Sousht up fron the cCampe 


Next day I vas again bashed; this ws the heavicst beating of then all, 
The Jaysnoss geacds dant us with picic hai.d.os end picoes of bowser 
pipse. JI was nit m ideas from the smali of the daa: down to the knées, 
I do not loow the usines of the nen Latek read but I could identit 'y then 
by sight. ‘They weve Reet Leg prison epee at the tise but were later 


Shiftsd. wo are still on Aubon Island; may be a ie more but I 
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bile Iwas at the ligeGquarters, I sav a truck come upe Ten men 
were loaded on to the truck and one into a motor Car, He was 
Conpletely unconscious end hay heve been ccad, I Go not know what 
had happened to these eleven en es they were at the deeicierbers 
before we arrived, During that tine I know thoy were busied because 
we cqula hear them Ssereaing practically every night, They were 
tortuzsd by some of the Gierds privately. I never saw those eleven 
men again after thoy had been salen avlayo 


The Japanese guards put lighted cigarettes on the back of my necks 
and once on my Yrorehead, They used to flick mo with their fingers 
in the one spot on the foveheed for a coasidevahls tire to give mo 
a headache, I saw then put lighted cigarettes on sane of the 
Australians! noses to put then Out, 


Some of the men who were with me Wnen I was bashed received worse 
treatinent than I did; they lay down and were kicked and tied upe 

I was put in hospital as a result of the beating but the Japanese 
Sent dom word that I was not to be kept in hospital and I was then 
sent back to the hut. I was in bed for about three wees, I 
practically lost the use of my legs and for turee or four months 
after I was just able to &e% about by shuffling. Graduclly I 
regained my strength, I did light work and was ordsred by the 
doctor not to go out to worl, However, I did a little werk later 
on on the working parties. 


I vas present when Private Tait wes beaten, in about Septanber 1944. 
He was accused of Stealing bincculars from an air raid chel ter, 

He was brought back to the camp ana I saw everything from the ititcher 
where I was vorkinze He was bashod at the guard house in the camp 
and was only about 30 yards aay from me, across the road. He was 
beaten by a guard nicinaned "Fri lineci:", Iisiuechi was presont ani 
Sav the bashing. shen the Comuandent cane out, he hit him & couple 
of times on the head with a light stick and rolled hin over a couple 
of times so that the other Guard could hit him more, W/O leimra 
was also presente 


rrivate Tait was beaten with pick handles. Two pick handles were 
broken on him; eventually they got one strong enoughe He was 
knocked unconsejous tyo or three tines; then the Commandant threw 
Water over him and when he cane to he was beaten againe In the 
end, he was left lying in the rain for about half an houre Our 
Officer tried all the time to have him removed and eventually he was 
taken away to hospital on a streteher, He never recovered properly. 
He lost the vse of his legs and could only just get about, 
Eventually, he died, 


Not iaany of the Australians who were beaten lost the use of their 


pee @s much as I did; those who were fat did not suffer so badly 
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but the thin ones dide liy normal weight is 10 stone 7 1lbse, but 
my weight when I came out of camp was about 9 stone. I was dow tc 
about 8 stone 7 lbse at one times 


Up till one year ago the food was reasonable; you could live on ite 
During the last year, however, from August until the end of the war 
the rations were about 4 ounces of rice per day and a small issue ¢ 
rotten potatoes that no-one else could eate 


It was a regular thing for someone to be beaten every morning, or 

jumped on or kicked. ‘We were beaten for not being able to get abou 

quickly or for being a bit late in coming out of our huts; it was 

generally for very paltry thingse Ikiuchi was the main one who 

beat them on sores or ulcers. He hit Major Westley one day on an 
{ ulcer for being late on parade. 


I certify that the above evidence is true and correct. 


Taken and sworn before me at Morotai 
on this 25th day of September 1945 
Ae Mansfield 


Canmissioner 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/c11439/ 


ai 
R 
c 
GN 
€E2RE1 1+) - 


RMR WK 


Nar x 
Yj 


http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/c11439/ 


me < 
{Ri 
tok AR 
aR 


» 


PURL: http://www. legal-tools.org/doc/c 1 1439/ 


PURL: http //www.legal-tools.org/do¢/c1 1439/ 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doe/c 1 1439/ 


PURL: se teat 1439/ 


PURL: hts grow leecieeae ae acl 1439/ 


a 


PURL: Merce not | c11439/ 


